CULTURAL HERITAGE DEPARTMENT
UNDER THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE
Šnipiškių g. 3, LT-09309 Vilnius
email: centras@heritage.lt

We are writing you representing US citizen Grant Arthur Gochin (hereinafter Client).
We received your reply regarding an assessment of the plaque commemorating J. Noreika. Your letter
noted the commemorative plaque was erected in 1997 and in the department's assessment "the erection of
the memorial plaque on the building located at Žygimantų street no. 1 does not harm the valuable
characteristics of the building," and therefore the department will not "demand the owner of the plaque or
the owner of the building to remove this plaque." The letter also says it is "outside the competency of the
department to research and judge the activities and contributions to the nation and the state of specific
individuals."
We agree that the judgment of specific individuals is not within the jurisdiction of the department, but in
our query we did not ask for an assessment of the contributions made by Jonas Noreika. The department's
task is to assess whether the erection of the honorary plaque violates the requirements of legal acts for
heritage protection. An administrative procedure was not initiated and an assessment was not made.
The building housing the Vrublevskiai Library of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences was built between
1884 and 1888 as the palatial residence of Klementina Tyszkewicz. The famous architect Kiprijonas
Maculevičius, architect of 50 historical buildings in Vilnius, designed this building. The library has the
following valuable characteristics:
1. Architectural (rated as rare)
2. Artistic (rated as significant)
3. Historical (rated as significant)
The following valuable characteristics have been determined as belonging to the building: the
façade's architecture, the overall architecture, architectural details of the façade, to wit, the brickwork
portico of the southeast façade of the central corpus composed of four columns of rounded cut and
glazed bricks and multifaceted cut posts, connected by arches, above which there is an open terrace with a
brick balustrade (1.1.3).
Visually, the commemorative plaque places an exaggerated officiousness on the building and recalls the
widespread commemoration of the power of the state during the Soviet occupation, when plaques were
placed on historical buildings announcing the building in questions was the headquarters of a Soviet
government committee, department or other sort of agency.
The granite plaque hangs under the brickwork portico on the left side of the façade of the building,
parallel to the portico columns. Gazing at the portico, the plaque is visible from almost all angles, and in
many cases the plaque is visible on the left side of the external column of the portico, or on the left
archway of the portico (photographs of the façade appended). The incorporation of this granite plaque on
the façade of the historical building interferes with the composition of the protected portico. Compared to
historical photographs of the building (appended), it is seen that the portico provides delicacy and grace
to the large building, and the portico is integral to the bright façade of the building, inviting the eye to
trace its noble lines and form. The dark commemorative plaque is a blemish upon the composition,
destroying its integrity and visually separating the portico from the façade. It draws to itself the attention
of the beholder, whereas the idea of architect Kiprijonas Maculevičius was to draw that attention to the
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graceful portico of the building. At the present moment the façade does not reflect the spirit of the
Tyszkewicz palace.
So far there are no Lithuanian or Vilnius municipal laws on the proper erection of memorial plaques in
Vilnius. For that reason we believe the department must go by analogous law. The legal code for
administrative cases, article 4 section 7, prescribes if there is no law regulation a dispute, the courts apply
a law regulating a similar dispute, and if there is no such similar law, then based on basic legal principles
and their spirit, as well as the criteria of justice, logic and common sense.
Regulations similar to this dispute include the April 13, 2005, order by the Ministry of Culture, order No.
IV-138 on rules for advertising at cultural heritage sites, which stated:
Point 4: It is forbidden to place advertising: 4.3 at a cultural heritage site (on buildings) declared protected
or cultural monuments, on their façades, roofs and architectural features (columns ... balconies and etc.),
or advertising must not cover up separate features or their combinations is such a way that it detracts from
the architectural form of the façade.
Point 7: Advertising, including that which is not regulated by the law of the Republic of Lithuania on
advertising, in its forms, materials, colors, methods of installation and technologies employed, must not
harm, cover or diminish cultural heritage sites.
Point 14: Supervision of advertising and adherence to rules controlling it at cultural heritage sites, on their
territories and in their buffer zones is the jurisdiction of Units of the Cultural Heritage Department.
Assessing it from the legal aspect, we believe the erection of a memorial plaque to J. Noreika, without
any official permission or decision, violates the above legal acts. Assessing it from the cultural aspect, we
believe the dark granite plaque destroys the integrity of the architectural work and damages the
composition of the façade of the large building and the graceful portico. Assessing it from the moral
position, the content of the plaque commemorating "the military commander" is absolutely out of keeping
with the humanitarian goals of the building, and also insults the will and memory of the famous
humanitarian attorney of Vilnius, Mr. Vrublevskis.
In consideration of these arguments and based on the legal acts in force, we request the Department:
1. Initiate an administrative procedure to assess what influence is exerted upon the façade of the building
and the portico by the commemorative granite plaque erected at Žygimantų street No. 1, Vilnius;
2. If a violation is discovered, to draft an administrative directive to the person in charge of the building at
Žygimantų street No. 1, Vilnius and/or the owner of the memorial plaque which is the Vilnius
municipality, obliging them to take the commemorative plaque down from this cultural heritage site.
If there are any questions in regards this request presented, kindly address them to the attorney Rokas
Rudzinskas, email rokas@rlaw.lt, telephone 8 614 88303. Please send correspondence intended for the
Client to this address: Office of Attorney Rokas Rudzinskas, A. Mickevičiaus g. 14-2, Vilnius.
APPENDICES:
1.
2.
3.

Contract for legal representation;
Photographs of the façade of the building at Žygimantų street No. 1;
Historical photographs of the façade of the building.

Other appendices presented together with earlier request.
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Sincerely,
Rokas Rudzinskas, attorney
March 7, 2017
Vilnius
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