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Grant Arthur Gochin
10900 Winnetka ave, Chatsworth, CA 91311
The United States of America

Representative (mailing address):
Attorney Rokas Rudzinskas A.Mickevičiaus g.
1 4 - 2 , Vilnius rokas@rlaw.lt

To: Viktoras Pranckietis,
Speaker of the Seimas (Parliament) of the Republic of Lithuania
Gedimino ave. 53, 01109 Vilnius
I, Rokas Rudzinskas, Attorney-at-Law, and Mr. Grant Arthur Gochin, pers. code: 36311021360, address:
10900 Winnetka Ave, Chatsworth, CA 91311, USA, (hereinafter – the Declarant) concluded the Legal
Services and Representation Contract on August 11, 2016, on the basis of which the Attorney was authorized
to represent the Client at the State and other institutions, establishments and organizations, to submit requests,
receive requested documents and maintain legal communication with the third parties.
We send you the present letter in order to draw your attention to the actions of the Genocide and Resistance
Research Centre of Lithuania and those of its Director General, Ms. T.Burauskaitė. The Center is a State
institution, and its head is appointed and dismissed by the Parliament (Seimas) on the suggestion by the Prime
Minister.
Articles 2, 4, 5 and 6 of the Law on the the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania stipulate
that the Center is a State institution, which conducts the research of all the manifestations of genocide, other
crimes against humanity and war crimes, <...> initiates the legal assessment of the genocide organizers and
its perpetrators. One of the aims of the Center is to recreate the historic truth and justice. In line with this
aim, the Center:
a) establishes the State policy of research of the genocide conducted by the occupant regimes and the
resistance to such regimes: determines the research methods and directions <...> coordinates the research in
this area conducted by all other institutions.
1. Publishes scientific, informational, analytical material, and publications on the genocide against the
residents of Lithuania and the resistance against the occupant regimes.
The Declarant has addressed the Center on a number of occasions in writing with requests to explain why
the Center and its Director General present erroneous definition of the genocide and interpret historic facts
in contrast to the Law of the United Nations, when they publish official conclusions on the activities of
individuals during World War II. We have not received an objective response from the Center on the issue.
In the attached response of the Center of 10.04.2017, the Director General of the Center, Ms. T.Burauskaitė,
presents the only argument that “a fully objective explanation of historic facts is not possible”. A short
response is accompanied by a 6-page long non-systemic list of historic sources (books and publications).
We wish hereby to draw your attention that the problem in question is not the interpretation of historic events,
but the approach to the behavior of their participants in accordance with the principals set forth in
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international legal acts. Lithuania is a signatory to the UN Convention of December 9, 1948, “Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide“, where Articles 2-4 stipulate that: Article
2…genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,
ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: (a) Killing members of the group; <...> (c) Deliberately inflicting
on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part. Article
3: The following acts shall be punishable: a) Genocide <...> (c) Direct and public incitement to commit
genocide;, <...> (e) Complicity in genocide. Article 4: Persons committing genocide or any of the other acts
enumerated in Article 3 shall be punished, whether they are constitutionally responsible rulers, public
officials or private individuals.
Lithuania is a signatory to the Nuremberg Charter of the International Military Tribunal of 1945, where
Article 6 states an analogous legal assessment of the crime of genocide and its participants. Additionally,
Article 8 of the Charter states, “holding an official position was no defense to war crimes. Obedience to
orders could only be considered in mitigation of punishment if the Tribunal determined that justice so
required.“
In the court practice, the stipulations of the abovementioned Convention are explained as follows: “if a
collaborator knew or had to know about the purpose of the participant to destroy a part of the group, such an
individual shall be accused as a collaborator in the acts of genocide despite of him not having genocidal
intentions himself” (the United Nations Criminal Tribunal in Ruanda, Case No ICTR-96-4, prg. 540-541).
The Center’s conclusions on the activities of K.Škirpa and J.Noreika during World War II distort the
definition of the crime of genocide collaborators as recognized by the international Law. The Center in its
official conclusions assesses the individuals only in the aspect of a direct executor of genocide, and explains
the circle of the genocide participants narrowly, i. e. identifies only whether an individual was shooting the
people of Jewish nationality or not. The Center clearly underlines such a position. The Center ignores the
remaining punishable actions, namely, a) deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part ; b) direct and public incitement to commit genocide;
c) complicity in genocide. The Center does not assess the behavior of individuals by these legal aspects,
while these indicated aspects also are included in the definition of genocide as stipulated by the UN
Convention.
The Center‘s conclusion1 on the order by J. Noreika to establish Jewish Ghetto in Šiauliai and the orders on
the expropriation of the Jewish property in Siauliai district states that “in historiography, the isolation of
the Jews and their mass killings are not treated as two identical acts”. The Center states that “the
ghettoizing of the Jews <...> provided the Nazis with the possibility to move to the destruction of the Jews,
i. e. to destroy them as an undesirable race; however, there is no knowledge about J.Noreika’s relation to the
organization of or his participation in the mass murder of the Jews”. The Center’s conclusions ignore the
abovementioned criminal orders by J.Noreika and do not assess his activities in the aspect of collaboration
in the genocide against the Jewish people and in the aspect of collaboration in the genocide executed in
Siauliai district (Articles 2 C and 3 E of the Convention).
The Center’s conclusion2 on the activities of K.Škirpa does not present the assessment of the anti-Semitic

1
2

http://genocid.lt/UserFiles/File/Pazvmos/201510 noreika pazvmaOl .pdf
http://genocid.lt/UserFiles/File/Pazvmos/201510 skirpa_pazvma01 .pdf
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propaganda by K.Škirpa, and restricts itself only to the reference to the quote of the historian L. Truska3,
which says that “LAF proclamations were one of the reasons why a part of Lithuanians collaborated with
the Nazis in executing their criminal orders in the summer of 1941”; however, the Center’s conclusion does
not analyze this aspect and only generally says that “the activities of LAF organization headed by K.Skirpa
had some anti-Semitic manifestations'’. K. Škirpa’s activity is not assessed in the aspect of Article 3 of the
Convention, i. e. “Direct and public incitement to commit genocide”, and in the aspects of Article 2, prg. C,
Article 3, prg. E of the Convention, i. e. “Complicity in genocide”.
The objective assessment of the conclusions on the activities of the individuals shows that the Director
General of the Center treats the facts in a partisan way, is not explicit on uncomfortable facts and evidence,
and does not assess the complicity in genocide and incitement to commit genocide as criminal acts against
humanity.
In accordance with presently published and known conclusions, only those who were direct organizers and
participants are considered by the Center as the participants in the genocide crimes. This way of the
establishment of the state policy in the area of historic research and the publication of relevant research
conclusions by the Center actually violates the assessment criteria of legally defined genocide crime as
stipulated by the 1945 Nuremberg Charter of the International Military Tribunal and by the 1948 United
Nations Convention. The narrow treatment of the genocide crime definition contradicts the Charter and the
Convention. Thus, by presenting such official historic conclusions, the State institution violates the
obligations of the State of Lithuania to the Convention signatories in accordance with the Law of the United
Nations.

The Genocide and Resistance Research Centre is a State institution, which, by conducting historic research
and publishing its conclusions, establishes the position of the State, the opinion of citizens and
institutions on the genocide against the Lithuanian and Jewish nations. The assessment of the behavior
of the historic participants shall be objective and based on the principals stipulated by the Law and
international agreements.
The indicated actions by Ms. T.Burauskaitė constitute reassessment of the Holocaust-related events and
genocide negation. Such actions violate obligations of Lithuania in accordance with the UN Conventions
and go beyond the boundaries of the freedom of self-expression established for the GRRC. We believe that
the presented problem is an acute one and needs a special attention of the Seimas. In view of the above,
we kindly ask you to:
1.
Establish a working group with the purpose of investigating the Genocide and Resistance
Research Centre Director General, Ms. T.Burauskaitė’s actions pertaining to the explanation of the
crime of genocide definition, including but not restricted to the interpretation of the genocide definition
as presented in the conclusions on the activities of J.Noreika and K.Škirpa.

2.
Oblige the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre, as soon as the violations are
established, to prepare and publish on its own expense conclusions on the activities of J.Noreika
and K.Škirpa during World War II, where the activities of the abovementioned individuals would be
objectively assessed in accordance with the stipulations of the “Convention on the Prevention and
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L. Truska, V. Vareikis, Holokausto prielaidos: antisemitizmas Lietuvoje, Vilnius, 2004, p. 86-92
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Punishment of the Crime of Genocide“, Article 2, prg. C, and Article 3, prg. E.
3.
Take actions so that the future official treatment of the genocide definition includes the
definitions of the crime and its participants in accordance with the stipulations of international
agreements.

ADDENDA:

1. Copy of the letter to the Seimas Ombudsman Office;
2. Response of the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania of 10.04.2017.
3. Copy of Representation Agreement.

Sincerely Yours,
Mr. Grant Arthur Gochin‘s
representative,
Rokas Rudzinskas, Attorney
Vilnius, October 31, 2017.
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Original shall not be sent

LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS SEIMO KANCELIARIJOS INFORMACIJOS IR
KOMUNIKACIJOS DEPARTAMENTO RYŠIŲ SU VISUOMENE SKYRIUS
PUBLIC RELATIONS, INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT,
CHANCELLOR‘S OFFICE OF THE SEIMAS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
Biudžetinė įstaiga Gedimino pr, 53, 01109 Vilnius Tel. (8 5) 239 6666 Faks. (8 5) 239 6289 EI. p, rsv@lrs.lt Duomenys kaupiami ir saugomi
Juridinių asmenų registre Kodas 188605295

To: Rokas Rudzinskas, Attorney
Attorneys Rudzinskas & Partners
Mickevičiaus st. 14-2
Vilnius

2017-1 l^Nr. S-2017Letter of 31.10.2017.

Subj.: LETTER

We inform you hereby that, as authorized by Mr. Viktoras Pranskietis, the Speaker of the Seimas of
the Republic of Lithuania, your letter regarding the assessment of the actions of Ms.Teresė Birutė Burauskaitė,
the Director General of the Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania, has been sent to the Human
Rights Committee of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania.

Head of department

Arturas Zeleniakas

A. Baltrušaitytė, tel. (8 5) 239 6066, faks. (8 5) 239 6289, el. p. birute.baltrusaitvte@lrs.lt

